LEICES

AID
AL

LEICESTER
ANIMAL
AID
NEWS

R ANIM
TE

L . A . A.

Spring/Summer 2021

Adopt / Foster / Donate / Volunteer / Learn / Fundraise / Become a Member
LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 1

31/03/2021 09:18

2

leicesteranimalaid.org.uk

CENTRE
NEWS

CALENDAR

CHECK OUR
WEBSITE
FOR FUTURE

EVENTS

Welcome to our Spring/Summer 2021 newsletter
In this issue, we are celebrating all that’s great
about our local area.
I’m sure we are all feeling a little more hopeful, with
a spring in our step, now that lockdown restrictions
are being eased. It has been a very tough time for
everyone over the last 15 months and the joy of pet
ownership has probably meant more to us in this
time than ever before. Pets have prevented many
owners from feeling lonely and isolated. Sadly, we
can all recognise that the Covid-19 pandemic has
impacted adversely on people’s mental and physical
wellbeing. Staying active in body and mind can help
us all.
As pet owners, we are kept busy providing the care
and attention our pets need. For dog owners, being
able to get out and about in the fresh air with our
best friend has been a lifeline. There have been
some great suggestions and advice on social media
during lockdown demonstrating lots of fun things to
do together with our pets to keep us all active and
entertained.
For our team, it has been business as usual ensuring
the cats and dogs in our care get all they need
with feeding, cleaning, training, socialising with
other animals (where appropriate), fun enrichment
activities and, of course, dog walking and playtime.
Our Centre has a wealth of opportunities for animals
to exhibit natural behaviours and feel safe and
secure. We have specially-designed cat enrichment
rooms and secure outdoor adventure play areas,
secure exercise paddocks and play areas with agility
equipment for dogs, a sensory, community and
wildlife garden and our copse, which is great for
dogs with a keen sense of smell. Our extra-large
field allows the dogs to run around and burn off
their energy.

You may have read about our ‘keep fit’ fundraising
challenge organised by Vicky Whitehill, Kennel
Co-ordinator, at the end of last year. All of our team
took turns on an exercise bike to cycle 102 miles, the
equivalent distance of the Leicestershire Round walk
(plus two miles!) Our vet, Alison Watson of the Park
Veterinary Group, and our Chair, Anne Martin, also
helped to clock-up a few extra miles.

Keely Furborough
General Manager
Ruby

Harry
Kimba
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Please cut this page out and return to LAA.

MEMBERSHIP
FORM
Please become a member
Title:

Name:

Address:
Postcode:			

Date of Birth

Telephone:			

Email:

I would like to be contacted about news, events and fundraising by: Post

Email

Phone

Text

You can read our full policy at www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/privacy or request a copy by post if you wish to read more on how and why
we collect data, and what we do with it and how we protect it.

1: I would like to become a Member of LAA by monthly Direct Debit (over18s)
£3 (Bronze)

£10 (Silver)

£20 (Gold)

£40 (Platinum)

Other

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit
Service use number

To the Manager
Bank/Building Society name

Name/s
of Account

Address

Holder’s
Account Number

1 6 8 3 0 8

Sort Code
Reference
(official use)
Preferred
instalment date

Postcode

1st

15th			

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society. Please pay Leicester Animal Aid from the account detailed in this instruction. Subject to safeguards assured by
The Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Leicester Animal Aid and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/
Building Society. Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions on some types of account.

Signature

Date

2: I would like to become a Member of LAA by yearly cheque (over 18s)
£36

£120

£240

£480

Other

3: G
 ift Aid Declaration
By making your donation eligible for Gift Aid your donation will be worth 25% more to LAA.
A gift of £10 will be worth £12.50 at no extra cost to you. Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying
gifts of money made to Leicester Animal Aid, Charity No 242560 (tick all boxes you wish to apply.)
Today
In the past 4 years
In the future
I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the
amount of tax that all of the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand the Charity will
reclaim 25p on every £1 that I give. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax
year it is my responsibility to pay the difference. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. Please notify LAA if you wish to cancel.

Signature(s)				

Date

Please make cheques payable to “Leicester Animal Aid”
and return form to: LAA, Elmwood Farm, Forest Road, Huncote, Leicestershire, LE9 3LE.
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CENTRE
ROUND UP

The start of the year was challenging for all of us
but we are an optimistic bunch here at LAA and
we try to find the positives wherever we can.
Our Christmas Appeal was a success and we were
touched by the support of our animal-loving
community. We do try to write or email to thank
everyone who donates, but there are always kind
folks who give anonymously. We would like to
thank all our supporters for their kindness.
The animals featured in the Christmas Appeal,
Percy the Greyhound and Saffy the Domestic
Long Hair cat, found their forever homes in time
for Christmas and all the animals on-site received
a present on Christmas morning. We will use
the remaining funds to help animals arriving
throughout 2021.
During the Christmas period, we were also
touched by the number of supporters who
dropped off items for our animals, including
Shepshed Post Office who are pictured above.
Sadly, we were not able to introduce many
supporters to a cat or dog this year, as we usually
like to do, due to social distancing. The donations
came from far and wide and included everything
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Shepshed Post Office
dropping items off for
our animals

from homemade cakes for the staff to coats for
our dogs. If anything good has come from the
pandemic, it is that we have never felt more like
part of the community. Thanks to all who sent
items via our Amazon Wish List too!
At the time of writing, England was just emerging
from the worst of the pandemic. On the back
page of the newsletter, you can find out more
about how we will be operating for the rest of the
year. Of course, this is subject to change so please
keep an eye on our website where the latest
information, including shop opening times,
is displayed. Or, you can always ring us on
01455 888257.
Regarding the way we have operated during the
pandemic, we have ensured that the dogs and
cats that have been successfully rehomed over
the last 12 months have been matched with
new owners and families whose lifestyles will
not change when Covid-19 restrictions are lifted.
This has been very important to us as a change
in routine can often cause anxiety and distress
to both dogs and cats and, of course, owners
themselves.
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LOCAL
CAN BE
LOVELY

No matter how much you love your local park, it’s safe
to say that our usual places and routines are getting a
bit samey. Hopefully, pets and humans will have more
freedom in the months to come. Until then, we thought
it would be useful to include a few tips on how you and
your four-legged friend can vary your daily walk.

•	Even with restrictions, it’s still possible to be
imaginative. Use what’s available to help spice-up
walks, asking your dog to jump over a fallen tree
trunk for example, or even to walk along the trunk if
it’s broad enough and safe to do so. You could also
try weaving in and out of fence posts, or wriggling
under a park bench. A few treats might help!

•	Get the whole family involved – sometimes your
dog may enjoy going on a walk with different
members of the household. Or maybe you have a
friend who would love the chance to get out and
socialise. Either way, as long we all stick to the rules,
your pet would probably enjoy seeing a friendly
face as much as you would.

•	Play a scent game. This is perfect for walking
with another person. Have your family member/
friend hold the dog while you lay a short trail
of really tasty and smelly treats. Let the dog see
them in your hand and watch you lay the trail,
sometimes placing a treat on the ground, other
times just pretending to do so. Place the treats at
close distances to start with, and as your dog gets
better at sniffing them out start spacing them
further apart. You can also make it more difficult
by zigzagging the treats around. That way, the dog
has to use his or her nose and be thorough to find
them all.

•	Allow your dog to sniff – sniffing is the dog
equivalent of reading the newspaper or having a
scroll through Facebook. Allowing your dog to sniff
different places every day can be very rewarding
for them. You could even let them lead the walk.
•	Go backwards! Dogs like predictability to a certain
degree, but small changes to your usual route and
activity can be very enriching. Doing your usual
route in reverse is a great start for more anxious dogs.
•	Bring a toy or two, or try a new one. Toys don’t have
to be expensive and there are lots of things you
can make at home. Have a look online for no-sew
easy dog toys. There are plenty of short clips online
explaining how to make toys from things you may
have lying around the house like old jeans.
•	Vary your pace. Why not try to
improve your fitness by introducing
some walk/run intervals? As
long as you and your dog are
comfortable, it could be
good for both of you. Who
knows, the couch to 5K
could be next! Now, if only
we knew of a local rescue
centre that always needs
fundraisers …
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Sammy has been
rehomed and is
doing very well.

CATTERY
MEWS
Here at LAA we like to think we know a thing or
two about communicating with cats and dogs.
Our staff work hard to build bonds, but
sometimes, it takes another animal to ‘reach’ a
cat or dog who is feeling the strain of their new
surroundings.
One such animal is Sammy the Domestic Short
Hair, who was with us for a short time at the start
of 2021.
Sammy was brought to the Centre by a member
of staff who had noticed her living rough. Winter
is no time for outdoor living but being semi-feral,
it was necessary to trap Sammy to help her.

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 6

When she first arrived at the Centre, staff could
not get near to Sammy who would lash out with
a paw to express her fear. However, Cattery staff
were amazed when, one afternoon, Sammy heard
another cat mewing and started to ‘reply’ with
her own voice. Could Sammy be making a friend?
Cattery Manager Jade took the opportunity to
open Sammy’s cat pod and was amazed when
Sammy started to rub against her hand. After that,
Sammy started to respond to touch and appeared
to look forward to her fuss and feeds more and
more.
We’re happy to say that Sammy has been
rehomed and is doing very well. It just goes
to show, even with all our years of experience,
animals can still teach us a thing or two!
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HAPPY TAILS
We always enjoy catching up with old friends and hearing about how animals who have recently gone
home are getting on in their new homes. If you would like to let us know how your rescue pet is faring,
Facebook Messenger is the best way to do this, or you can always email info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk

Tinsel

Beau			

Jack Sparrow		

Louie

Molly

Bobby

One such animal is dear Tinsel the
Domestic Short Hair. Since being
rehomed recently, this lovely girl
has really found her feet. Proud
mum Sarah says, “Tinsel has
settled in really well since she
came home. She loves milk lids
and any tub that she can pick
up and carry around. She’s like a
little dog! We would recommend
Leicester Animal Aid from start
to finish.”

Old friend Louie the Chihuahua
may be small but what he lacks
in size, he sure makes up for in
personality! As with all pets, Louie
hasn’t been able to experience
trips away from home recently
and he did not get to go and see
Santa this year, as is usual. But
this pint-sized pooch is generally
a happy, relaxed chap, who has
settled in well. We’re told he is
devoted to his brother and the
family cat.

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 7

Beautiful Beau is also a very
recent rehoming success. Proud
Mum Helen says, “Beau is settling
in so well to her new home. She’s
a real ‘pocket rocket’ and loves
charging around the garden
chasing the birds. Her favourite
hobbies are pinching the toys
from her brother’s bed and eating
anything with a calorie in it!”

Lovely lady Molly was a big hit
here at the Centre and we’re
happy to report that Molly has
just celebrated her two-year
adoptaversary (yes, we did just
make that up!) Molly’s mum
Louise says, “Molly and I bonded
straight away and now I can’t
imagine how I got on without
her. She’s the sweetest, most
affectionate, funny and lovely
girl and I couldn’t recommend
adopting a rescue animal to
anyone more. Thanks to LAA for
pairing me with her.”

Captain Jack, who likes to sleep
on the back of the sofa where the
sun warms it, is doing just fine in
his new home too. Mum Jennifer
says, “Jack’s a very happy, content
little chap. He is stubborn and
likes to do things in his own time.
He loves his walks and watching
the world go by at the window.
We all love him to bits and feel so
blessed to have him in our lives ”

Now, here’s a blast from the past.
Bobby, a Labrador cross, was
adopted from LAA in 2014. But,
we love catching up with animals
a little further down the line too,
so we were very pleased to hear
from Bobby’s family. Mum Sally
says, “Bobby caught our eye as
soon as we saw him and we knew
that we wanted to make him
part of our family. He has such
a loving character and adores
our children. Having had such a
positive experience with Bobby
we would definitely rescue again!”
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LOCAL
AREA
SPECIAL

Did you know that Leicester and Leicestershire’s
local economy is largely made up of Small and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) with over 98%
of businesses in Leicester and Leicestershire
employing fewer than 50 people?

With the economic fallout of the pandemic at
the forefront of our minds, we thought it was a
great time to relaunch our Corporate Support
Pack. The pack, which can be downloaded from
leicesteranimalaid.org.uk (it’s on the ‘rolling
banner’ of our homepage) highlights the many
ways that LAA works with local businesses
including sponsorship, volunteering days and
fundraising to raise both the profile of our
Charity and the supporter.

Given that we want to help local businesses get their
message ‘out there,’ we would like to shine a light on
some of the small local businesses who have helped
us in the last year.
One small business that has supported LAA is

The Collar Club. This company makes

handmade dog collars in bright fabrics that are soft,
modern, kind on a dog’s skin and look good enough
to make any dog proud. The company produces
subscription boxes with natural ingredients as care
for the environment and animal welfare is big on
owner Jo’s list of priorities. Thank you Jo for donating
your lovely products to LAA. More information
about The Collar Club can be found at
www.collarclub.co.uk

For example, every year, LAA produces a
calendar featuring Centre animals. The calendar
goes on sale in November in our shops and
reception. This year, we have been hampered by our
usual photographer being unable to join us on-site.
So, we’ve hit upon the idea of featuring ex-residents
and local pets instead. Please keep an eye on our
social media for more news about how your pet
could be the face of LAA!
Over the years, the calendar has been kindly
financed by a small number of local businesses who
have placed adverts. Following feedback from local
businesses, we now have two rates for this, one for
a page advert and one for our logo wall on the back
page. If you are interested in advertising, please
telephone the Centre on 01455 888257 or email
info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 8
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Lander Lettings has come onto our radar

lately. The small lettings company, who are based in
the city centre, are all big animal-lovers (they even
have an office dog) and wanted to contribute to a
local charity. They had the idea of making a small
donation to LAA every time a new lease was signed.

From the Annexe is a small local business
specialising in hand-made wax melts and scented
candles. From time to time, items from their range
are on sale in our charity shops and are well worth
snapping-up as we can safely say we’ve never come
across such beautifully-scented candles. More
information can be found at www.facebook.com/
fromtheannexe.

Barrie reaches a Milestone

We would like to say an extra-special thank you to
our Ambassador, Barrie Stephen, and his Personal
Assistant, Chelsea Read, for all they have done for
LAA since Barrie came on board in 2018.
Barrie has recently reached the milestone of raising
an incredible £10K for the Charity. This has been
achieved largely through organising exciting, wellattended fundraising events, the most recent being
a fun virtual bingo night with entertainment from
singer Lea Martin, and a Pet Portrait competition.

Thanks should also go to Barrie’s hard-working staff,
business contacts, friends and clients who have
backed his tireless work.
Chelsea, who is also a big animal lover, is one of six
runners who will be running the London Marathon
and Virtual London Marathon for us in 2021. This
takes place on the Sunday 3rd October. Please stay
tuned to our social media and website as we join our
brave runners on the road to London!
PS We’ve ‘forgotten’ to tell Barrie that during the
lockdown, we resorted to trimming our hair with
dog clippers …
You can read more about those who have helped
LAA in the Thank You section over the page.

If you are the owner of a local business and would like to find out more about opportunities at LAA,
please download our Corporate Support Pack from our website. It’s on the homepage.

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 9

31/03/2021 09:18

10

leicesteranimalaid.org.uk

THANK
YOU
We don’t have the
space to thank
everyone who has
stepped-up to help us
in recent months, so
if we’ve missed you
out this time, please
don’t think we don’t
value or need you, we
really do! However,
we’d like to take this
opportunity to shine
a spotlight on a few of
our supporters.

The staff and customers of Pets
at Home (Leicester St George’s
store and Beaumont Leys store)
for in-store fundraising for us
over Christmas and for generally
being super partners. Thanks
also to their charitable arm,
Support Adoption for Pets
for all their stalwart support
during the pandemic including
the Valentine’s Day donation of
£2,000, the Santa Paws appeal,
the food pallets and for the
customer collections in-store.
Caterpillar for making us the
beneficiaries of their Caterpillar
Cares scheme, Christmas 2020.
Shepshed Post Office
(especially Sam and Angela) and
their neighbours and friends
locally who brought in items for
our animals at Christmas.
Next for the donations received.

If you would like
to organise an event
to support the Charity,
please do get in touch,
we would be very
grateful for
your support.

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 10

Oadby Plastics for donations
made by staff instead of sending
Christmas Cards.

Argos in Hinckley for
donations for our animals
including bedding and toys.
Dunelm for their Delivering
Kindness Campaign.

Mars Petcare for the research
they’re undertaking into the needs
of animal shelters and for being
great supporters over the years.
Linda Thornhill and Jo
Leadbetter for helping to
get our message out there
through local community
newsletters and for helping
with craft items and raffles.
Kevan Kirby for making sure
staff had a little fizz to brighten
up Christmas!
Swiss Post Mail Room in
Beeston, Nottingham for
Christmas donations.
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Abi Emmerson for delivering
items at Christmas for animals
and staff.

Arisa and James for delivering
items at Christmas

Graphic Designer Karen Long,
for her skills.
Scott and his team from Pingles
Pet Food, Barwell and NATURAL
WORLD for selling our cards and
calendars over Christmas when
our shops were closed.

My Paintbrush and Marek
Simone at Isomat UK for
donating paint/decorating items
for our Centre – we’ve been
busy during lockdown!
Millgate School for supporting
their students to support us!
The Post Office and Shop in
Desford, especially staff member
Beth Bland, her younger sister
Pollyanna and mum Anne. Thanks
too to staff and customers.

Photographer Nigel Ord Smith,
as always, for donating a prize for
an online auction.

Desford Striders Running Club
for making us their Charity Of
The Year 2021 and already
getting off to a flying start
with their anniversary relay.

Everyone who donated to our
Christmas Appeal, dropped off
items or sent items through our
Amazon Wish List.

Deb Hennessay for her
skills making the cat ornament
for the One Voice for Animals
auction (coming soon!)

Meows Sapcote Cat Sitting
Service for donated items.
Park Group Vets Whetstone for
donated items for our animals.
Paws Vets, Nuneaton, for
donated items for our animals.
All the Facebook
fundraisers including
Vincent Carrol and his Yoga
Buddies who stretched, breathed
and relaxed for us throughout the
winter of 2020/21.

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 11

PetPlan Charitable Trust for
funding improvements to our
Cattery Intake and for making
us the beneficiaries of their
Advent Calendar.

Finally, we want to thank all
the volunteers who make
up our Leicester Animal Aid
family. We hope to be seeing
you very shortly!
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COMMUNITY
PET SUPPORT
SCHEME
LAA’s Community Pet Support Scheme (CPSS)
supports elderly, disabled and housebound
pet owners to care for their animals at home.
During the pandemic, and with some safeworking adjustments, our dedicated Animal
Care Assistants (ACAs) have been the fourth
emergency service to their clients. In this issue,
ACA Merrill, tells us about her ‘rounds’.

My next call is in Littlethorpe. In the back garden,
I’m met by a very wiggly Frankie the Pug. Frankie’s
mum sits in her kitchen while I stand on the
doorstep to talk to her. Frankie and I then go off for
our walk. It’s been lovely for me and Frankie’s owner
to see her gain confidence and fitness from her
regular walks. I’ve at least been able to offer some
consistency to them both in a time of change.

At my first call, I knock on the front door to
announce my arrival and then go into the back
garden to collect Sally the Cocker Spaniel safely. I
am greeted with a dance of joy! Sally’s owner and
I chat through the kitchen window. Catching up
is an important part of the visit as she is shielding.
Sally and I then set off on our walk. We vary our
routes so Sally gets as much stimulation as possible.
On our return, I have another chat with Sally’s mum
who tells me, “I’ve been shielding for most of the
last year and having you come and walk my Sally
has meant the world to me. If you didn’t come she
wouldn’t get her walks and I wouldn’t see anyone,
even though it’s through the window.”

My last call of the day is in Glenfield to Carlym and
her eight rescued Chihuahuas. After a very excited
welcome from the dogs, Carlym and I chat while
we get them ready for their walk. Carlym finds this
time valuable as she’s been feeling isolated during
the lockdown. I take the dogs out in two groups so
they get what they need from their walks. If Carlym
is up to it then she will come too, which boosts her
confidence and fitness level. After treats and fuss
with the dogs, I’m on my way home.
When asked if she could sum up what CPSS has
meant to her over the last 12 months, Carlym’s
answer was very succinct – “Everything!”

If you don’t follow us already on Facebook and Instagram, please come and join the party. We post lovely
photos of our animals almost daily and it’s a great way to keep up with what’s going on at the Centre.

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 12
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FIRST AID AND
TALKS UPDATE
We are still delivering pet first
aid courses on Zoom, albeit less
often. Please keep an eye on
our website if you’re interested
in finding out more about some
common conditions and how to
deal with pet emergencies. You
can also book via the website or
by telephoning the Centre on
01455 888257.

Usually, we deliver up to
about 10 talks per year to
local community groups such
as branches of the Women’s
Institute. We can still deliver
talks to groups who are meeting
via Zoom for a small donation.
Please get in touch if you would
like to know more.

LAA SAYS GOODBYE TO
TWO DEAR FRIENDS
Since the last newsletter was released, LAA has sadly had to
say goodbye to two of our closest supporters and friends.
Vanessa ‘Gay’ Martin

Louise ‘Lou’ Davidson

who died after a short
illness in October, was
a valued and valuable
member of our LAA
family. Gay helped
with everything from
selling Christmas cards
to sorting charity shop
donations in her time
with us. Gay became a
Trustee on the 16th of March
2003 and served on the Board of Trustees
up until becoming unwell. Her all-round
contribution to the Charity was outstanding.

who passed away on
17th November, had
been involved with
LAA since 2007. Lou
volunteered regularly
for our monthly coffee
shop and sales and
helped in our on-site
charity shop each week.
She also helped with
the refreshments at each of our
Family Fun Days and June Open Days.

Anne Martin, Chair of LAA says:
“Gay was a deeply respected member of our
LAA family. She had a passion for animals and
was devoted to the Charity. Gay was generous,
energetic and always willing to help in any way
she could. We will miss her energy, her good
humour and her special sparkle.”

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 13

Lou was a tremendous asset to the Charity.
Her bubbly, fun-loving personality could
light up any room, and we will remember her
for her good humour, her warmth and her
commitment and passion for animals.
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KIDS TO THE
RESCUE!
In the last year or so, we have seen a heartening rise in support from the younger
members of our community. Considering that today’s youth are the pet owners of
the future, we reckon the compassion shown by local youngsters is inspiring.
Isabella

Around Christmas time, we were contacted
by the mum of local girl Erin Brown, aged
8. Erin and her two friends Isabella Van
Allen (9) and Evie Pateman (7) all attend
Ullesthorpe Primary School. All being animal
lovers, the girls wanted to raise money for
our Centre and had come up with the idea
of a readathon, challenging themselves to
read 50 books of 100 pages or more in the
month before Christmas. Here at LAA, we’re
all big bookworms, so we loved the idea of
combining reading with fundraising!

Erin

Thanks, girls
and keep up
the reading!

We’re happy to report that the girls raised
over £600, ably assisted by their friends
and family.

Evie

Baden really
‘smashed it’ and
raised £1,500
with his walk.
Another junior fundraiser
who has made a big
impact in a small space of
time is Baden HammondStatham, aged 11. Baden,
who would like to be a
vet one day, set himself the challenge of
walking 100 miles for us in February.

Baden

We have had two young men kindly
donate their pocket money to our animals
recently (you know who you are and thank
you!) and another local lad is about to take
on a sponsored run. Watch this space for
more news of junior animal lovers!

LAA Spring Newsletter 2021.indd 14

Last but not least, we would like to shine a light on
11-year-old Archie from Milgate School. Archie got
in touch in November to say that he was running
a mini-campaign at school to prompt donations
from staff and students for our animals. Like our
other junior fundraisers,
Archie has always been
an animal lover and
wanted to draw others’
attention to the work
that we do.

We would also like
to thank Archie’s
teachers and
classmates for
helping him to
help us!.

Archie
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OTHER
NEWS

Basil

Pudsey

ber
Lucy and Wil

Thanks to all who participated in December’s Annual
General Meeting (AGM). Due to Covid-19, voting
was postal-only this year. Participation was good
with 129 voting papers returned to us. Out of these,
78 Members nominated the Chair to vote on their
behalf and 48 Members voted directly in favour of
the resolutions. Three voting papers were rejected
as they were not signed.

By the time the newsletter goes out, our shops
should be open. Please support them if you can. The
latest information about shop opening times will be
on our website. You can also call us on
01455 888257.

On 24th December, the LAA 2019 Accounts and
Charity Return was submitted to the Charity
Commission by our Treasurer.
Membership to Leicester Animal Aid starts from
£36 per year. You can become a Member by
completing the form on page 3 or the online
form at leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/membership.
During the pandemic, the regular income from
Memberships has been a lifesaver. We would like
to thank Members for their unwavering support.
Future Developments
It’s hard to predict the future with everything that’s
going on. Rescue centres all over the country saw a
dip in admissions during the pandemic. Whether this
means that numbers will soar when things change,
we don’t quite know.
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In the meantime, we continue to operate in as much
of a ‘normal’ way that we can. This means that we
can still match animals with forever homes, albeit
remotely and on an appointment-only basis, and
we can still provide plenty of enrichment for the
animals in our lovely play areas. We think you can tell
from the cat and dogs above that they’re blissfully
unaware of everything that’s been going on in the
wider world!
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OPENING
TIMES

At the time of writing, the UK Government is
setting out its roadmap for recovery. Below are
a few pointers on how LAA will be approaching
‘the new normal.’

Regarding rehoming we will remain as
‘appointment only’ to meet a cat or dog we
have successfully matched with an interest
for the rest of this year. If you are interested
in adopting an animal, please call the Centre
on 01455 888257 or complete the ‘interested
parties’ form on our website. If you need
to relinquish (give up) an animal, please
telephone us and we will take some details.
Unfortunately, we are still unable to
accommodate visitors who wish to walk around
our Centre and view our animals. Our main
reception will remain closed to general visitors
but you can still buy items from our reception
shop.
When our charity shops re-open on 13th
April*, in line with local guidance on retail, we
will revert to opening the main gates of our
Centre in Huncote during shop opening times
only. Our reception will be open to deal with
enquiries from the reception window as before.

Our loyal volunteers have not worked
alongside us for some time now and we have
greatly missed everything that they bring to
the Centre. We will take a cautious approach
to re-introducing volunteers to the Centre
to protect both the volunteers and our staff
team. Unfortunately, we cannot welcome new
volunteers for the foreseeable future. We are
also currently unable to offer work experience
placements for the foreseeable future or
welcome teams of corporate volunteers on site.
The latest information on opening times,
including those of our two charity shops, is
always available at leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
or by telephoning the Centre on 01455 888257.

Thank you again for the support that
you have shown to our animals and
staff during the pandemic

*Accurate at the time of writing. We hope to bring back outdoor sales (mini markets) at some point
this year if we can co-ordinate social distancing rules effectively. There may also be an opportunity for
socially-distanced/outdoor training courses.

Leicester & Leicestershire Animal Aid Association
Elmwood Farm, Forest Road, Huncote, Leicestershire. LE9 3LE
Our Wigston Shop is located at, 50D Blaby Road, South Wigston, LE18 4SD
leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
Tel: 01455 888257

Founded by Dorothea Farndon in 1956
Registered Charity No. 242560

You can change your communication preferences at any time or opt out by visiting www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/consent
by emailing on info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk, by calling 01455 888257 or by letting us know by post.
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