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Welcome to our Autumn 2020 newsletter
We hope that you all have been keeping safe and
well during this most extraordinary year and we
want to assure you that even when the country
went into lockdown, our staff were able to travel
to work to ensure that all of the dogs and cats at
the Centre received the love, care and attention
that they needed.

AN

HOMED
RE
SM

ST

We adhered to the UK Government guidelines
on how we could continue to safely rehome and
rescue dogs and cats. Stan, a 6-year-old Lurcher
who arrived with us on the day before lockdown,
and 13-year-old Smokey, are just two of our
former residents that have successfully been
rehomed and have now settled well into their
new, forever homes.

OK

REHOMED
EY

Our Community Pet Support Scheme (CPSS),
which provides support to vulnerable pet
owners, was able to continue to operate albeit
with very stringent procedures to ensure the
safety of our clients, some of whom suffer from
poor physical and mental health. Our CPSS
Co-ordinator, Jane Sharp, provides a full update
within this edition.
We are extremely grateful to all of you for your
continued support during this challenging
time. Details of how you can get involved and
support our work together with opening times
for our two charity shops can be found within the
newsletter.

Keely Furborough
General Manager

It is interesting, yet unsurprising, that there
has been a sharp increase in the number of
households/families that have bought or
rehomed dogs and puppies during the lockdown
period across the UK. This has been particularly
good for rescue dogs. We all recognise that our
pets may be spending more time with us than
normal (ie if you have been working from home
and children have been off school) and we must
consider our pets’ needs if your situation has now
changed, due to the return to work, or is likely
to change soon. You can read in this newsletter
about how you can help your pets adjust to time
alone at home.
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Please cut this page out and return to LAA.

MEMBERSHIP
FORM
Please become a member
Title:

Name:

Address:
Postcode:			

Date of Birth

Telephone:			

Email:

I would like to be contacted about news, events and fundraising by: Post

Email

Phone

Text

You can read our full policy at www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/privacy or request a copy by post if you wish to read more on how and why
we collect data, and what we do with it and how we protect it.

1: I would like to become a Member of LAA by monthly Direct Debit (over18s)
£3 (Bronze)

£10 (Silver)

£20 (Gold)

£40 (Platinum)

Other

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit
Service use number

To the Manager
Bank/Building Society name

Name/s
of Account

Address

Holder’s
Account Number

1 6 8 3 0 8

Sort Code
Reference
(official use)
Preferred
instalment date

Postcode

1st

15th			

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society. Please pay Leicester Animal Aid from the account detailed in this ininstruction. Subject to safeguards assured by
The Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Leicester Animal Aid and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/
Building Society. Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions on some types of account.

Signature

Date

2: I would like to become a Member of LAA by yearly cheque (over 18s)
£36

£120

£240

£480

Other

3: G
 ift Aid Declaration
By making your donation eligible for Gift Aid your donation will be worth 25% more to LAA.
A gift of £10 will be worth £12.50 at no extra cost to you. Please treat as Gift Aid all qualifying
gifts of money made to Leicester Animal Aid, Charity No 242560 (tick all boxes you wish to apply.)
Today
In the past 4 years
In the future
I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the
amount of tax that all of the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand the Charity will
reclaim 25p on every £1 that I give. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax
year it is my responsibility to pay the difference. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. Please notify LAA if you wish to cancel.

Signature(s)				

Date

Please make cheques payable to “Leicester Animal Aid”
and return form to: LAA, Elmwood Farm, Forest Road, Huncote, Leicestershire, LE9 3LE.

Winter Newsletter Oct 2020.indd 3

07/10/2020 17:19

4

leicesteramimalaid.org.uk

CENTRE
ROUND UP
Although this year has been challenging, in
amongst all the worry, there have been some
truly uplifting moments here at LAA. In the
Thank You section, you can read about how
supporters near and far have stepped up to
help our animals, from large organisations like
the PetPlan Charitable Trust and the National
Lottery, to local individuals, businesses and
families.
One helping hand that has reached out to
us is that of Support Adoption for Pets, the
charitable arm of Pets at Home. Until just
recently, the outside space at the back of one
of our kennel blocks had been unusable in
very hot weather or the rain (which was a lot of
the time!) With help from SAFP, we have been
able to purchase a strong, long-lasting canopy
for the area which shelters our dogs from the
elements. The shelter has already encouraged
the residents of ‘Sparky’ to go outside to toilet,
spend time in a different environment and feel
the breeze on their faces.

We feel very lu
cky to have ha
d the support
of SAFP on th
is exciting tran
sformation.

Another stand-out story from the summer is that of the aptly-named Dasher
the cat; a ‘happy tail’ that had us all reaching for the tissues.
The inquisitive Dasher, who was
aged just 9 months at the start
of his adventures, disappeared
from his home in Kibworth
and remained missing for a
staggering 12 months. Dasher’s
true identity was only discovered
when he was brought to the
Centre as a stray, along with
another cat, by a concerned
member of the public.
One of the first checks that the
Cattery staff perform in this
situation is scanning the cat for
a microchip. On hearing a loud
and very reassuring beep from
the scanner, Cattery Supervisor
Jade was able to look up Dasher’s
details on the national database.
Jade then contacted Dasher’s
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owner who was understandably
very emotional on hearing the
news that her beloved pet had
been found safe and well.
Jade related the story of Dasher’s
discovery to Radio Leicester’s
Martin Ballard. The interview,
which took place on the 4th
September, made a lovely, good
news story but also served to
highlight the importance of
microchipping pets. Around
80% of cats that come into LAA’s
Cattery are not microchipped
and we can’t stress enough
that microchipping (and then
keeping the database up-to-date
with any changes of address or
ownership) is an essential part of
pet ownership.

Good luck Dasher, we
hope you stay a little
closer to home in future!
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BACK TO
WORK
As many people are returning to their
workplaces, we thought it would be
helpful to include some tips on dealing
with your dog’s separation anxiety in
this issue.
Dogs are social animals by nature.
Separation anxiety develops
when a dog becomes so reliant
on their owner that they become
anxious and cannot cope in their
absence. During COVID-19, your
dog may have become used to
your constant presence and, now
that the routine is changing, they
could develop separation anxiety.
Typical signs of separation
anxiety are: panting; increased
salivating; inappropriate
soiling in the home; barking;
crying; howling; chewing and
scratching at furnishings or even
themselves. These behaviours
are also typical signs of boredom,
however, although boredom
can come hand-in-hand with
separation anxiety, it is tackled
differently. You can find out what
your dog is feeling by watching
them and discovering their
triggers. Separation anxiety is
something that usually starts
immediately when the owner has
left, whereas boredom is built up
over time.
Here are some tips of how you
can combat separation anxiety:
•	Create a safe, cosy space in the
home that is exclusively for
your dog.
•	Involve other family members
in caring for the dog so that
the dog doesn’t become too
attached to one person. This
includes feeding, walking
and playing.
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•	Try to avoid too much
interaction with your dog
at times when you would
normally be out of the house
for work, even if you are in the
home. Instead, encourage them
to take part in activities on
their own, using things such as
snuffle mats to hide treats in.
•	Go out for a few minutes
without your dog every day,
gradually building up the
time the dog is left from 10-15
minutes in the first week, then
to 30 minutes, then 45 mins,
and so on.
•	Leave your dog with something
to occupy them, such as a
tasty food puzzle or Kong, to
keep their mind off the fact
that they are alone. If you only
give them these sorts of treats
when they are left alone, they
may also start to form a positive
association with being left.
•	Do not reward the dog when
you return. You should return to
the home calmly as if you have
never been away. The same is
true when leaving the home.
Do not ignore the dog, but do
not give too much praise until
you have been in the home
for 5-10 minutes. This is to
prevent the dog from viewing
your return as something to be
rewarded for, rather than the
time being left alone.

•	The use of a family friend/ dog
walker may be beneficial to
pop in two or three times a day
initially, to ensure your dog
is settling back into the old
routine.
•	Calming products, such as
herbal sprays or tablets, may
help to ease some of the
anxiety. Put these in place
before your return to work,
to give them a chance to
take effect.
•	Leave an unwashed item of
your clothing in your dog’s
bed to comfort them. This will
encourage your pet to sleep in
their bed rather than wait for
you by the door.
•	Most importantly, remember
to be patient and understand
that your dog could be in
distress. There is no quick-fix to
separation anxiety. Remember
to stay calm, and not to punish
your dog in any way for their
behaviour while you are out
of the house, as this can make
their anxiety, and thus their
behaviour, much worse.
Recently we have been
approached by the nice people at
breedadvisor.com. This website
has some great info about
different breed characteristics. So,
if you are looking for a dog,
breedadvisor.com is a great place
to start researching your breed
of choice.
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CATTERY
MEWS
Rescue centres all over the country have been
reporting a drop in new arrivals during the
pandemic but, for the moment, we’re happy
to report that our Cattery is bursting with life.
Unusually, most of the cats we have in at the
moment are younger animals. Of course, we
don’t mind one bit what age, colour or gender
our rescue cats are but looking after the feline
equivalent of a youth club is certainly keeping us
on our toes!
Another trend we are seeing, and have been for
some time, is nervous cats. We have several feline
friends at the moment who lack confidence and
are looking for peaceful homes and ideally, a new
owner with a bit of patience and experience. In
the Cattery we have often seen initially nervous
cats become the most playful and loving
companions with the right kind of love and
attention. If you, or someone you know, could
be that special person to give a cat a second
chance, please give us a shout in the usual way;
by completing the ‘Interested Parties’ form on the
website or telephoning the Centre.
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Cattery staff have been feeling the pressures
of lockdown due to our usual volunteer cat
sitters and cleaners being stood down. We are
greatly looking forward to slowly introducing
our volunteers back into the Cattery and safety
precautions are already in place.
In other news, earlier in the year, we were the
grateful recipients of an award from the PetPlan
Charitable Trust to refurbish our Cattery Intake
area. This is the area where all cats spend time
when they first arrive at the Centre so that we
can get to know their needs, alleviate anxiety and
encourage natural behaviour. We are currently
ordering several exciting items and scheduling
some work to make this area more … catified. The
features we will be introducing include hideyholes, steps up the walls for exploring and feline
‘forts,’ which provide the cats with somewhere off
the ground to hide. There will also be new shelves
and wall-mounted food and water bowls. It’s all
very exciting. Please watch this space for a full
update in the next newsletter.
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BACK IN THE DAY

Volunteers of the time
helping the dogs settle in

This year, would you believe that we
have been here on-site in Huncote for
an incredible 50 years?

LEICES

The place has changed a bit since then mind!
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TE
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The move came about after the Charity
was given notice to quit its kennels in
Thurmaston Lane, as the land was needed for
re-development. The search for a new home came
to an end when a pig farmer agreed to sell the site
in Huncote to LAA. With the planning permission
completed and a tidy sum of £10k raised, our
amazing staff, volunteers and supporters rose to the
challenge and, by the end of 1970, we were in our
new home.

L . A . A.

LAA LAUNCHES NEW

FREE WILL WRITING
PARTNERSHIP
In recent years, LAA has seen a
big drop in legacies. Yet legacy
donations have been used in a
variety of essential projects at
LAA, often allowing us to make
changes to the fabric of our
Centre that otherwise, we could
not afford.

Setting up a Will via Beyond is
safe, legally-binding and easy.
The document is written entirely
online, through answering a
selection of questions about
your wishes. The questions
can be completed in as little as
fifteen minutes.

LAA has recently developed a
partnership with the online Will
writing service, Beyond. This
means that LAA supporters can
access the service completely
free of charge when they write
their Will online. Beyond is a
well-established company and
has many other charity partners
including Great Ormond Street
Hospital, the Motor Neurone
Disease Association and the
Woodland Trust. They are highly
recommended by users of Trust
Pilot.

The company we used to
recommend to those thinking
of leaving us a gift in their
Will are no longer providing
this service. This factor, and
our determination to ‘move
with the times,’ has led us to
explore online Wills as one of
the potential solutions to the
problem of declining legacies.
Online Wills are often cheaper,
quicker and easier to set up.
However, it’s always good to get
advice about financial matters
and compare products to find
your best fit.
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Full details including Frequently
Asked Questions and a link
to access the service can
be found on our website
leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/
willwriting
We also have information
about donations in memory
and online memorial pages.
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THANK
YOU
We have been
exceptionally touched
and heartened by the
generous support
of our wider LAA
community during the
pandemic. We don’t
have the space to
thank everyone who
has stepped up, so if
we’ve missed you out
this time, please don’t
think we don’t value or
need you, we really do!
However, we’d like to
take this opportunity
to shine a spotlight
on a few of our recent
supporters.

Pets at Home (Leicester St
George’s store and Beaumont
Leys store) for in-store
fundraising for us over the
summer when they also had
plenty of other things to worry
about! We also want to thank
Pets at Home for the pallet of
food we received in the summer.
Mars Petcare for the donation
of food in June and for being a
great friend to us over the years.
Linda Thornhill for making face
masks for our Centre staff and
Jo Leadbetter for getting our
message out there through local
community newsletters.
The kind folk at The Annex, who
make and sell candles and wax
melts, for giving us items to sell
in our charity shops.

If you would like
to organise an event
to support the Charity,
please do get in touch,
we would be very
grateful for
your support.
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Kevan Kirby for supplying
us with face shields.

Keyham Lodge School for
supporting Shae to support us!
Butcher’s Dog Food for
the free delivery in July.

The National Lottery (Awards
for All) for funding costs for 5
clients on our Community Pet
Support Scheme going forward.
PetPlan
Charitable
Trust for funding
improvements
to our Cattery
Intake.
Support Adoption for Pets
for funding our fabulous new
shelter at the back of our ‘Sparky’
kennel block to keep our lovely
dogs cool and sheltered.
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Zooplus for their kind donation
in June, a result of us being their
chosen charity partner, and for
sending many fabulous items
from their collection.

Barrie Stephen, right-hand
woman Chelsea and personal
trainer Bodies by Dan for
organising the personal training
session that was carried out
via Zoom in April. Thanks to all
who took part and thanks to
Barrie, as ever, for being a great
Ambassador for the Centre.
Universal Textiles for donations
of animal-related items.
Graphic Designer Karen Long,
for her skills.

Photographer Nigel Ord Smith,
as always, for a fabulous effort
fundraising for us in the summer
via his dog photography
business.

All the kind supporters who sent
us gifts via our Amazon Wishlist
and/or made donations during
the pandemic.

The humans and animals who
took part in the Pawsome Pet
Show in June – what a tough
job the judges had to sort those
entries out!

Leicestershire and Rutland
Community Foundation
for kindly helping to fund
our Community Pet
Support Scheme.
Leicestershire County Council
– Leicester Communities Fund
for also kindly helping to fund
our CPSS.
Animal Friends Pet Insurance
for CPSS funding pre-lockdown.

Scott and his team from Pingles
Pet Food, Barwell and Natural
World for being the kind
sponsors of our Pawsome
Pet Show. We couldn’t have
done it without them!
Everyone who took part in the
2.6 Challenge in April/May.

Animal Rescue Foundation
for the animal welfare
grant during COVID-19.
Co-op Local Community Fund
and Enderby Co-op for funding
in 2019.
Waitrose Community Matters
for a donation from their
Covid-19 fund in September 2020.

Finally, we want to thank all the volunteers who make up our Leicester Animal Aid family. We know that
many of you found being locked down exceptionally frustrating because you wanted to be here, doing
what you do best, helping our animals! We would like to thank you for your patience and understanding of
our social distancing policy. We missed you like mad and we can’t wait to see you all again!
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HAPPY TAILS
We know from feedback that friends and supporters of LAA love hearing good news stories about animals
who have gone home. This time, we’ve mixed in stories of newly-rehomed animals with a few old friends.

CHASE

Greyhound

Chase (formerly called Eric) was a big hit here at
the Centre although we don’t have many photos
because he was so fast! New mum Chris says, “Chase
is settling in great. He’s had play dates with his friend
Luna, is loved by the whole family and has made
lots of new friends. He loves coming on holiday to
the caravan with us and has a new-found passion
for paddling. Chase sends lots of woofs and love to
friends at LAA.”
DORITO

Since going home just recently,
Dorito has been coming on in
leaps and bounds. After a week
he was accepting fuss from
family members, strolling around
the bedrooms and popping in
and out of suitcases. Dear Dorito
is still a little shy, spending a
lot of time upstairs (except
when it comes to feeding time)
but generally, he is finding his
feet and new mum Julianne is
looking forward to him padding
down the stairs more often from
now on. Keep it up Dorito!

COCO

Shih Tzu

Coco was adopted this summer and has been living
the high life since then. Mum Elizabeth says, “Coco
has just had her first haircut and has recently been
to the beach. She loves cuddles and strawberries.
We are even doing training with her. She sits on the
couch with us eating chews and shares her toys all
without a murmur, we love her dearly.”

JJ

JJ (formerly known as Jaffa)
was a fairly shy and nervous cat
when he was at LAA, but we’re
happy to report that he is doing
brilliantly in his new home. Mum
Claire says it’s like he’s been
with her forever. JJ has taken
ownership of every room and
established a nice JJ-shaped
hole in each of them; even the
bathroom, where he likes to sit in
the bath. In the evenings, JJ likes
to sit in his chair and have a good
old stare into his mum’s eyes. JJ’s
mum hopes that his progress
will give other people food for
thought if they are considering
giving a quieter, more nervous
cat a second chance.

ANNA

Friendly Anna came in with
her 10-month-old daughter
and, being a fairly easy-going
and straightforward cat, was
at the Centre for only a short
time before she was adopted.
This lovely lady has settled into
her new home really well and
her new owner says, “Anna has
coped well when she’s been left
alone for a few hours and has
charmed anyone who she has
met so far.”

Domestic Shorthair Cats
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FIRST
AID

Leicester Animal Aid has a range of accessible, certificated
courses that teach participants the basics of dog and cat first
aid, including what to do in an emergency.

The courses, which usually run
four times a year on Saturdays,
are popular with professionals
such as dog walkers and pet
groomers. They’re also suitable,
however, for pet owners who
would like to know more
about common accidents and
emergencies.
This autumn, we decided to
take our pet first aid courses
online and we’re happy to
report that the courses that
have taken place so far, have

been a big success. Participants
have enjoyed the experience
which is now delivered via
Zoom. Our Fundraising
Assistant Jane has completed
the course and says:
“Learning with a qualified
veterinary nurse and Sophie
from Animal Aiders was easy
and fun. There were plenty of
opportunities to ask questions
and Zoom worked brilliantly. I
received my course book and
bandages through the post
in plenty of time and was all
set up and ready to go for
the start of the course. The

learning experience was not
compromised by being taken
online. Some participants may
even prefer it!”
The online courses are still
practical. Participants get the
chance to try out bandaging
(on their pet or a cuddly toy if
that is not possible) and learn
other first response techniques.

More details and booking forms are available on the
LAA website leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
You can also telephone the Centre on 01455 888257

NEWS FROM
OUR WIGSTON
SHOP

50D
Blaby Road,
,
South Wigston
LE18 4SD

Our South Wigston shop is
open for business again after
over three months of closure, as
is our onsite shop in Huncote.
We can report that customers
are returning, although we’re a
little concerned about the lack
of passing trade in Wigston.
Usually, the parade of shops
in Blaby Road where our shop
has been open since October
2019, is a hive of activity.
Understandably though,
the street is much quieter than
usual, a difference made all the
more pronounced by the
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college opposite being closed
at the time of writing.
We are very committed to
safe social distancing and we
have been carefully managing
customer entry into our shops,
in line with government
guidelines. But like many
other local businesses, we are
certainly feeling the strain.

We ask all visitors to please
comply with the guidelines by
wearing a mask unless they are
medically exempt. We also have
hand sanitiser at the entrance
to both shops.
Opening times for our shops
are included on the back page
of the newsletter.
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COMMUNITY
PET SUPPORT
SCHEME
The Community Pet Support
Scheme (CPSS) was set up in 2016
to support elderly, physically
disabled and housebound pet
owners to care for their animals
in their own homes. The wider
aim of the Scheme is to enhance
the wellbeing of vulnerable
pet owners and their pets. The
Scheme is a link to the outside
world and helps to prevent
feelings of loneliness and isolation.
During the lockdown, we
continued to support and visit our
clients. We had to adapt the way
we collect pets for veterinary visits
and dog walking according to the
new social-distancing measures,
but it was important to us to get
this right, especially since we have
vulnerable clients who were selfisolating.
We have received some lovely
feedback about the difference
the Scheme has made during the
lockdown. Clients have told us
that the regular visits from our
dedicated Animal Care Assistants
have been invaluable. Having a
chat and seeing a friendly face is
as helpful to our clients as is it to
their pets, it seems.

One of our client’s, Carlym, said,
“It has been good to have a
connection with the outside world
while I have been shielding and
I have had consistency for my
dogs and not had to worry about
their wellbeing. I’ve also received
emotional and moral support for
myself which has been important
during this difficult time.”
Merrill, one of our Animal Care
Assistants said:
“I initially met Carlym 2 weeks
after the lockdown was imposed
and she was already feeling
isolated and concerned about the
impact the situation was having
on her dogs. We have worked
together to find a routine for the
dogs. Carlym has had the pleasure
of seeing me develop a bond with
the dogs and interacting with
them. It’s obvious they enjoy their
walks and playtime.”
Jane Sharp, our CPSS Co-ordinator
says:
“I have confidence in the
processes we put in place to
protect the Animal Care Assistants
and clients who need to keep a
routine in place. Clients also really
value seeing a familiar face. In
some cases, ours were the only
one they saw for the first few
weeks. It has made me feel that
my role is even more worthwhile
and valuable than usual, which is
very important to me.”

If you don’t follow us already on Facebook and Instagram, please come
and join the party. We post lovely photos of our animals almost daily
and it’s a great way to keep up with what’s going on at the Centre.
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Here at LAA we like to think
that oldies are goodies. But
for some rescue animals,
the downside of getting
older is that not all wouldbe adopters understand the
rewards that an older pet
can bring.

Millie

Domestic Medium Hair,
aged 12 years
At the moment (and somewhat
unusually) we seem to be running
a youth club here at LAA, with
elderly residents being few and
far between. However, there is
one exception, the glamorous
doyenne of the Cattery, 12-yearold Millie. Now, we’ve had some
stunners in our time, but Millie,
who is a Domestic Medium
Hair, really is a proper glamour
girl with filmstar looks and a
personality to match. Millie is
looking for a home without
other animals or children where
she can be the star of the show.
Her lovely coat will need a bit
of maintenance before she’s
ready for her closeup, but for the
right owner, Millie will make the
purrrfect companion.
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LONG-STAY
RESIDENTS
LOOKING FOR THEIR OWN NEW STARTS

He-Man,
male, Greyhound, age 5 years

Percy Pig,
male, Greyhound, age 2 years

The appropriately-named He-Man is strong,
muscular and ready for action. He loves people and
is up for socialising with humans at any time.
He-Man can forget his size from time to time and
does get quite excited when there’s a game afoot.
Therefore, a home with teenage children, who don’t
mind his bubbly ways, is advised. He-Man would
like a new owner who is kind and patient and who
can help him with his toilet training and spend
some time with him in the day while he settles in.

Completing our Three Musketeers this issue is Percy
Pig. Like most Greyhounds, Percy has two modes:
excited or half-asleep on the sofa. Percy does have
a leg injury from his racing days which is managed
with pain relief and is a little shy at first. He loves
the other Greyhounds at LAA and has no trouble
making friends, but a mooch around the park, a
good sniff and a bit of tv is more up his street these
days than life in the fast lane. Percy would like to
live in a household where he is the only pet (just so
he can see the telly properly) and his new owner
will need to keep him muzzled in public places.

Jessie the Cowgirl,
female, Greyhound, age 2-3 years
Jessie is a sociable and loveable character who
enjoys meeting and greeting anyone and everyone.
Being a bit of a fuss-pot, she loves nothing more
than a good old kiss and cuddle; even if it’s just from
the vet. Jessie’s main interests are running around,
playing with toys, opening doors and helping
people with their leftovers. She could potentially live
with another larger breed dog but obviously, she
wouldn’t be suitable to live with small animals. She
would be quite happy living with teenage children.
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Bella,
female, Domestic Short Hair, age 2 years
Bella is a ball of energy who loves to play and
chase. She’s also been known to stand tall on her
back legs and do the old Ali shuffle, boxing her
toys from time to time. She’s extremely clever, a
little bit of a worrier and therefore she’s most
suited to a home where she is kept busy and has
a human on hand to play with. A rural home
where she is the only pet would be ideal for this
bundle of fun.
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VERY
VALUABLE
DOG

Well done
Bramble, you
are our first
lockdown hero!

Usually, we use this page for a Very Valuable
Volunteer, but since lockdown, our volunteers
have been taking a break to stay safe. So, we’re
giving the space instead to a very valuable dog.
Recently we were contacted by
Ellie from Countesthorpe, an LAA
supporter and ‘mum’ to a lovely,
loyal Labrador, Bramble, aged
9 years. Like many of us, Ellie
had been finding the isolation
and worry of lockdown tough.
This was exacerbated by health
conditions. Having the lovely
Bramble, who has been by Ellie’s
side since he was a pup, was a
godsend. Ellie explains:
“Spending over 90 days in
total lockdown, due to being a

high-risk person, was extremely
stressful, even more so because
I am 20 years old and have
multiple chronic health problems.
However, my yellow Labrador
Bramble gave me the strength I
needed to get through it. As with
most animals, Bramble can tell
when I’m anxious and would lay
beside me until I felt calmer. He
would also encourage me to sit
outside in my garden and play
fetch with him. Bramble gave me
the will to carry on during some
of the hardest months of my life

KIDS TO THE
RESCUE!
Shae Webb contacted us in June after
earning some money through good
behaviour at school. Shae wanted to put his
earnings to good use and, being an animal lover,
he used it to buy treats for our cats and dogs.
Kira Stafford is another local young person who
was keen to help. Kira hit on the idea of making face
masks on her sewing machine and selling them
through Facebook to friends
and family. With a little help
from mum Debbie, the masks
were soon flying off the shelves.
Through her hard work and the
support of her local community,
Kira raised a staggering £250.
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and I will be forever grateful to
have him by my side. Bramble
is extremely attentive and loves
everyone. He also has a brilliant
sense of humour and is very
handsome.”
If anyone else wants
to nominate their pet,
please contact
info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk

As the theme of this newsletter is
‘community,’ we wanted to shine a
light on some local youngsters who
have reached out to us in lockdown.
Another young person to reach out was
Ella Whawell, who was only six years old at
the time. Ella is in the Rainbows and to earn her latest
badge, she had to undertake jobs around the house.
Ella also set up and ran a yard sale and used the
money to buy products from our Amazon WishList
including cooling collars for our animals.
In total Ella raised £92.
Last but not least, Eliza Stansfield
from Littlethorpe, aged nine, set up a
mini enterprise selling loom bands from a table
outside her house. Eliza then popped into the Centre
to hand over £31.05 from her hard work.
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CALENDAR

APPEAL

CHECK OUR
WEBSITE
FOR FUTURE

EVENTS

It may seem early to be thinking about Christmas,
but here at LAA, we like to be one step ahead,
especially considering the hit our fundraising
events have taken this year due to COVID-19.
Could you help to make this Christmas extra
special for the cats and dogs at LAA?
For just £6 you could buy a present for a cat or
dog at the Centre or help to keep an animal who
is about to join us in 2021 safe, warm and well-fed
until a forever home can be found. There are many
ways to donate that are quick, easy and safe
including using the form enclosed with this
newsletter, visiting the website or donating
via our Facebook page.
Christmas Cards and Calendars
If you have been following us for a while, you will
know that we sell Christmas cards and calendars.
These items are in our shops already and are
available through our website, with all proceeds
going to the Charity. This year we have some nice
new designs in stock. You can also buy cards and
calendars via the website leicesteranimalaid.org.uk.
At the time of writing, due to the coronavirus, it is
looking very unlikely that we will be taking up our
usual Christmas pitch in the Methodist chapel on
Bishop Street in Leicester to sell cards, sadly.
Cattery and Reception Shops
We have plenty of enrichment toys and treats for
your cats and dogs in our reception shop. You
can also purchase a treat for one of our animals
here too.
Christmas Bazaar, Coffee Shop
and CPSS Party
Unfortunately, our Coffee Shop and Christmas
Sale, and the Christmas Bazaar that we usually
hold at Blaby and District Social Centre, will not
be going ahead this year. Our CPSS party, another
highlight of the year, is also likely to be cancelled.
Instead, this autumn and winter, we are going to
be experimenting with online events. Please keep
a close eye on our website and Facebook page for
more details. We stand to make a big loss this year
from cancelled events and we would very much
welcome your support.
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If you have a friend or relative who is
hard to buy for, why not buy them a guest
Membership to LAA for a year? We can
arrange for you to receive their certificate and
Membership gifts in good time for the big
day. What better way of showing that you care
about them but understand that they would
want the money to go to a good cause?
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OPENING
TIMES

Due to the coronavirus situation and to ensure the health and
safety of our visitors, supporters, staff and volunteers, we have
had to adapt the way we operate for the remainder of 2020.

Unfortunately, we are not able to
accommodate visitors who wish to walk
around our Centre and view our animals. Our
main reception will remain closed to general
visitors except for sales of cat and dog-related
items such as food, toys, leads/harnesses and
to accept money collection boxes, tins and
other monetary donations.

If you are interested in rehoming a dog or cat
please complete the ‘Interested Parties’ form
on our website and we’ll help you to find your
perfect match! Visit our Rehome a Pet
section for more details.
If you need to ‘Rehome a Pet’ please give
us a call. You can contact the Centre on
014555 888257 every day of the year except
Christmas Day.

The current opening
times for the Centre are:

Charity Shop

Dogs

Cats

Monday

Closed

By appointment

By appointment

Tuesday

10:00am - 2:00pm

By appointment

By appointment

Wednesday

10:00am - 2:00pm

By appointment

By appointment

Thursday

11:00am - 2:00pm

By appointment

By appointment

Friday

10:00am - 2:00pm

By appointment

By appointment

Saturday

Closed

By appointment

By appointment

Sunday

Closed

By appointment

By appointment

Leicester & Leicestershire Animal Aid Association
Elmwood Farm, Forest Road,
Huncote, Leicestershire. LE9 3LE
Our Wigston Shop is located at, 50D Blaby Road, South Wigston and is open
Tuesday to Friday 10am until 4pm and Saturdays 10am until 3pm

leicesteramimalaid.org.uk
info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
Tel: 01455 888257

Founded by Dorothea Farndon in 1956
Registered Charity No. 242560
Elmwood Farm, Forest Road, Huncote, Leicester LE9 3LE
You can change your communication preferences at any time or opt out by visiting www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/consent
by emailing on info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk, by calling 01455 888257 or by letting us know by post.
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