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Our Origins

Leicester Animal Aid was founded in 1956 by the late Dorothea Farndon.
She was affectionately known as the ‘Florence Nightingale of Animals,”
spending her time rescuing stray dogs and cats and housing them on her
property until they found homes.
Her rescue efforts continued to expand over the following decades,
eventually becoming what it is today, a rescue and rehoming centre for
cats and dogs, based just outside of the South Leicester village of Huncote.

What We Do
We provide care for up to 400 dogs and cats annually who are lost, found stray, neglected, unwanted
or relinquished because their owners can no longer care for them.
At any one time, we care for up to 38 dogs and 20 cats. Each and every one receives good food,
veterinary care, training and plenty of individual attention to help them feel secure and loved,
sometimes for the first time in their lives.
We have purpose-built, quality accommodation set within 4½ acres of ground, including canine play
areas, agility courses, a sensory garden, an education centre and a luxury Cattery with secure
outdoor play areas. We also have an onsite charity shop and sell dog and cat food and accessories in
our reception and Cattery.
In addition to our core work rescuing and rehoming cats and dogs, we provide advice and guidance
to the public. We also run courses including pet first aid. Our Community Pet Support Scheme helps
elderly, disabled and housebound pet owners look after their companion animals at home.
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Thank You
Thank you for choosing to fundraise for Leicester Animal Aid.
The money you raise will help dogs and cats to be rescued and rehomed and we couldn’t exist
without the generous support of people like you. We really appreciate you taking your time to
support the animals at the Centre.
We hope this fundraising pack will give you ideas as well as provide information on the safe and legal
way to fundraise. We would love to hear about your fundraising plans and we can support you and
provide advice.
Your donations will help to:
Pay for dog and cat food
Cover veterinary costs
Help to provide warm, comforting beds
Neuter and spay dogs and cats to avoid unwanted litters
Provide collars, leads, harnesses and coats
Purchase enrichment items such as toys & Kongs to provide mental exercise
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How can I Fundraise for Leicester Animal Aid?

There are lots of ways you can raise money and awareness to help pets in need of a second chance.
All the funds you raise will be put straight to work helping the dogs and cats in our care to find their
forever homes.
The more creative and challenging you make your fundraising idea or event, the more people will
want to support you and the more likely you will be to get publicity for your event.
However, not all fundraising has to be adventurous. A well-organised event with your friends can be
just as successful.

Host an event
Quiz night
Coffee morning
Pamper party
Karaoke night
Dinner party

Virtual challenges
Virtual quiz night
Tea & talk
Friday night drinks - donate the
price of a drink or two
eBay - sell your unwanted items

Workplace fundraiser
Make LAA your charity of the year
Have a collection tin or box in
communal areas
Undertake a team challenge like
a run or cycle
Payroll giving
( https://www.gov.uk/payroll-giving)
Match fund a project
Ask colleagues to bring in items for our
animals

Outdoor activities
Dog walk
Sports day
Use your hobbies
Tough mudder or obstacle race
Race, bike ride, marathon

Facebook fundraiser
Birthday
Wedding
Anniversary
Just because you want to

In memory of
Honour the life of
a special friend or
family member,
whether it’s a
person or a pet

More information about how to raise funds is available at www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
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Top Fundraising Tips
Clearly tell your story and why you have chosen to
fundraise for Leicester Animal Aid.
Set a date and time for your event or challenge
and give yourself enough time to prepare.
Use Facebook and Instagram to share the stories
of dogs and cats needing homes and any
successful rehoming stories.
Set yourself a realistic target and break it down
into weekly or monthly targets.
Ask for donations after payday when people are
feeling more generous!
Ask close friends and family or your more
generous contacts first, as people will give based
on previous donations.
Tell everyone you can! Use posters, social media
and your networks to spread the word.
Share your progress with your supporters.
Don’t be afraid to ASK! Help to frame your ask by
explaining what the donation will do and give
perspective, perhaps comparing it to the price of a
glass of wine or a takeaway. More information
about our typical costs are available at
www.https://www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/donate
/how-your-money-helps

Where we are

TODAY

SAY THANK YOU AND CELEBRATE! Let your friends
know how much it means to you that they are
supporting a cause you care about.
If you need any help or extra materials, do get in
touch at info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
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Donations and Collections
Cash
We can provide you with branded collection tins and buckets.
They are a great way to raise money at an event.
All collection tins and buckets need to:
Have our name, address and charity number on them
Be sealed with stickers we supply and returned to us with
the seal intact and the money uncounted
Be returned to the centre sealed and we will count them
for you and let you know how much has been raised
Have the Fundraising Regulator logo on them

Collections
Volunteers and volunteer fundraisers from the general public are not currently permitted to collect
money for the Charity from the public in public spaces.
If you have an opportunity to collect on private property (such as a supermarket, gym, school, shop
etc) please let us know. We will need information about the event and the owner's requirements
before anything goes ahead.
On your own property, you can encourage friends and family to use donation boxes or tins supplied
by us but you must never pressure anyone.

LEICESTER ANIMAL AID
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Cheques

Any cheques should be made payable to 'Leicester Animal Aid'.
Please send them with a letter explaining what the donation is
for and your contact details where possible.

Bank Transfers
Please contact us to let us know you intend to make a bank
transfer.
Account Number: 01313065
Sort Code: 30-94-97 (Lloyds)

Gift Aid
Gift Aid means that a donation is worth 25% more without any extra cost to the donor. A £100
donation becomes £125.
The original income tax paid on the donation (e.g. when the donor was paid) is claimed back by
the Charity.
Those that are higher or additional rate tax payers can also claim the extra tax paid back on
their tax return (or can choose to donate that to charity also).
To be able to claim Gift Aid, the donor must agree to a set statement and provide their name,
house number and postcode and the donation must be charitable. We can provide this wording
for you, please be aware it has changed as of April 2016.

Please note that if you are getting something in return for your fundraising (such as a
skydiving experience) we will not be able to claim Gift Aid on your own personal
donation or those of “connected persons” which includes: wife or husband, relative
(brother, sister, ancestor (e.g. mother) or lineal descendent (e.g. grandchild), wife or
husband of a relative), company under control of donor or connected persons. Please
get in touch if you are unsure.
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account for you. Then select from one of the following:

If you already have a JustGiving account, you can login and it will take you to the next step. If not, complete your details and it will create an

Then click in the top right corner on the orange 'Fundraise for us' button.

Firstly, visit: www.justgiving.com/laa

fundraising page.

JustGiving is the most popular of all of the online sponsorship sites and the one we use most often. Below, we explain how to set up your

JustGiving (www.justgiving.com)

with updates.

have to chase people afterwards) as well as providing a target and totaliser, comments from your supporters and a chance for you to provide them

sponsorship site like JustGiving. The benefit of these websites is that sponsorship is usually collected in advance of the event (which means you don’t

Collecting sponsorship is one of the most popular ways to raise money for charity and in recent years has become much easier with online

Sponsorship
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Give a few details about your fundraiser
Give your fundraiser a name
Select the date if you are doing a date-specific fundraiser
Choose your fundraising page address. Keep it as short and as easy to remember!
It will ask if you are giving anything in return, such as an entry ticket in return for a donation.
This is linked to Gift Aid, which can only be claimed if it is a donation, not in payment.

Click to 'create your page.'
You can tell your story, add your photos and select your target. JustGiving gives lots of tips on
the best way to create your fundraising page.

LEICESTER ANIMAL AID
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You can incorporate any of the statistics and stories on our website and in this booklet and get
in touch if you need any extra information.
You can post updates to let your supporters know how you are doing in your preparation, about
your challenge or event and to ask for donations.
Don't forget to share your page. You can use the share features at the bottom of your page to
share your link on your social media platforms and by email.

JustTextGiving
Once you have set up your fundraising page,
you can set up a Text Giving code. 100% of donations
from text giving go to us as a charity.
You create your code and then share this with your
friends or print on promotional materials.
For full details visit www.justgiving.com/justtextgiving
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Add a fundraising goal, currency and deadline

Click on the green Raise Money Button

on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/LeicesterAnimalAid

Provide information about your fundraiser

Select Non Profit and search for Leicester Animal Aid

in memory of a loved one or just because you want to. Please follow these steps to set up your fundraiser. You can also click on the 'Fundraiser' tab

Fundraising on Facebook is one of the easiest ways you can fundraise for us. You can opt to hold a Facebook fundraiser for your birthday, a wedding,

Facebook Fundraising
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Raffles, Tombolas and Gambling Laws
Raffles and tombolas are a great way to raise money and are often featured as part of successful
fundraising events. There are a few rules, however.
Any activity where you have to pay to enter, there is at least one prize and prizes are awarded
purely on chance is seen as gambling in the eyes of the law.
An Overview of the Rules
You will need to apply to your local council for a licence for raffles for the public with tickets sold
in advance. No under 16s should buy or sell entries and all tickets must be sold at the same
price. For any online raffles/tombolas you will need a licence from the Gambling Commission.
However, if your raffle is at an event, like a summer fete, for example, you can run it without a
licence as long as you only sell paper tickets at the event and you draw the raffle at your event.
Similarly, if you are selling tickets to fellow members of a club, like a tennis club, for example,
you don't need a licence. You can find out more details about the laws and rules involved here:
https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/gambling-sectors/lotteries
Please don't be put off. If you plan to hold any events or activities that would be considered as
gambling, please get in touch with us. We will be happy to explain what is required for your
specific event or activity.

LEICESTER ANIMAL AID
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Bingo
Bingo is always popular and if you are organising a fundraising event, you can run a bingo game
at a fundraising event for a good cause without a licence.
To do so, you need to:
Tell the players the cause you are raising money for
Give all the money raised at the event (including entrance fees, sponsorship, fees for trader
stalls etc) to the good cause minus reasonable costs you have from organising the event
(which includes costs of prizes).
Auctions and Silent Auctions
Auctions do not fall under any gambling laws and are a great way to raise money for charity.
Traditional auctions are popular fundraisers and benefit from a charismatic auctioneer and
some friendly rivalry.
Silent auctions are where bidders submit sealed bids for goods. The highest bidder at an
allotted time wins.
A common fundraising variation is to use a silent bid list. A list is attached to an item and those
interested write their name and bid on the list. If someone else then be interested they would
then add their name and increase the bid.
Popular items will attract many bids and people will return to a list several times to ensure their
bid is still the highest and increase it if necessary.
You should be aware of fair trading practices. Items should be described accurately and no-one
should be forced into making a bid.

LEICESTER ANIMAL AID
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eBay Auctions
You can also raise money for LAA via eBay. You can list items to benefit us and the profits will
come directly to us.
Visit http://pages.ebay.co.uk/ebayforcharity/ for more details.
Information on how to list your items on eBay is shown below:

LEICESTER ANIMAL AID
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Promoting Your Fundraiser
Please let people know what you are doing. It’s great for raising the profile of your challenge or
event and will help to raise more money for the Charity. Social media and email is brilliant but
don't forget that the best communication method is always word of mouth!
Please include our “In aid of Leicester Animal Aid, Registered Charity No. 242560” on publicity
materials such as emails, posters and flyers.
We can provide paper sponsorship forms should you need them. More information about
fundraising, including the Fundraising Regulator's code of conduct is available at
www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/code
We can provide you with template press releases if you wish to contact the local media and we
can also promote your events via our own social media.
Data Protection
As a fundraiser, you are the main point of contact. We will not contact your supporters unless
they have consented to do this via Just Giving or a similar platform.
A full explanation of why and how we collect and store data and what we do with it is available at
leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/privacy.
We will always keep your data safe. If you contact us for a paper sponsorship form, it is
important that you keep this in a safe place too and that people understand their name and
address is visible to other sponsors.
Our full privacy procedure is available at leicesteranimalaid.org.uk/privacy.

facebook.com/LeicesterAnimalAid
@leicesteranimalaid
Leicester Animal Aid
Leicester Animal Aid
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Good Practise and Keeping Safe
Please let us know about your event. We can advise you and provide publicity materials.
Please inspire people to give with your passion and story. Do not pressure anyone into
giving.
Please sure donations are looked after carefully. Keep donations supervised and locked away
after the event where possible.
Please your event or activity safe and undertake a risk assessment. Check venues for safety
and do not exceed the capacity. Keep fire exits free and make sure you have first aid cover.
Think about parking – is it adequate? Will you need any help with stewarding?
Consider access for your event, are there adequate and suitable facilities for disabled
people.
If you are selling any food at an event, consider food hygiene and label food for allergens.
Visit www.food.gov.uk for more details.
You will need a licence from your local authority if your event involves: music and dancing,
sale of alcohol, extended hours, road closures, provision of food or drink, copyright and
royalties for drama or film and collecting money or selling good in a public place. Please get
in touch with us if you are unsure or want advice.
You are responsible for your fundraising activity, so please consider insurance. Any events
involving the public will need public liability insurance. Any in a venue such as a pub should
already have this insurance, but check it covers your event.
It is the responsibility of those taking part in activities to ensure they are fit enough to take
part.
Ensure children are suitably supervised. Please consider that you will need parental
permission if you are taking photos of children.
Raffles, tombolas and sweepstakes are considered gambling. Please get in touch with us for
advice.

LEICESTER ANIMAL AID
Contact Us
For more information or materials for fundraising events, please contact Helen Wilber,
Fundraising Manager, at Leicester Animal Aid on 01455 888 257 or email
helen.wilber@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
We can help you with anything in this pack as well as:
Fundraising tins and buckets
Fancy dress (for humans, not animals)
Gift Aid envelopes
Stickers
Press release templates
Display boards and information
Information about current dogs and cats in need
Rehoming success stories
Checking if you need licences
Any questions your supporters may have
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Founded by Dorothea Farndon in 1956
Registered Charity No. 242560
Elmwood Farm, Forest Road, Huncote, Leicestershire LE9 3LE.

leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
info@leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
Tel: 01455 888257

